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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : -

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES ~ [ReEcEveo
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM T

DATE ENTERED -

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

n NAME

HISTORIC

-

The Columns

AND/OR C QN , . . . .
e William "Money”™ Williams Mansion

BY LOCATION .

CITY, TOWN Tallahassee ——VICINITY OF COUNTY L.eon STATE Florida
[} PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT M3 +~hell Powers DATE OF PrioTO January, 1975

necaTve FiLeoaT Div, of Archives, History & Records Management, The Capitol,
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida

- B IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 2

Southeast corner of main facade.
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
{Juiy11969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INYENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

SOl - [ (&3

Florida

COUNTY:

Leon

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

COMMON:
The Columns (Benjamin Chaires House)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

The William "Money" Williams Mansion

(2 CoCRTION,

STREET AND NUMBER:

CiTY OR TOWN:

Tallahassee
ETATE cope |COUNTY: Coo0E
Floxida 12 073
CLASS!FFCAT!ON i L
CATEGORY STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP TG THE PUBLIC
] District X7] Building [CJ Public Public Acquisitien: ] Gecupied Yes:
O Site [ Structura |[H Private ] in Procsss 37 Unoceupied F Ra!m:red
] Object ] Both [ Being Considered {7 Preservation work [ Unrestricted
in progress {J Ne
FRAESENT USE (Check Qne or More os Appropriata}
[7) Agricueltural [ Government 7] Park [3 Tronsportation [[3 Comments
¥ Commercial ] Industriai 7 Private Residence {_] Othar (Specity} .
X Educational [ Midiary (3 Religious Unoccupied, but has been a
Entertainment O Museum Scientific library, sunday school and
M

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY taurant:
OWNER'S N AME: "J ﬁ
Rispee—PortiStChurch (a,//@kassee 4156«. %@L gf@mw«frc& el
PTHELT AND NUMB ER: ¢ H o
Goliege—anpd—Dbuval /GO/U-AJMﬁ&f é;l E
CITY Gre TOWN: STATE: cope i
Tallahasscc Florida
[ LOLATunwoP LLGALDESCRiFﬂON co R o
L.OUR'BHOU‘-! HI (a'i!TF!V QF [MLIEna, ! TCI a
Q
Leon County Courthouse & z
FTHIEET AND MUMBER: g j
Monroe Street ”
CITY QR TOWN: STATE CODE
Tallahassce Florida 12
[6 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ~-
T L OF SURYEY: m
z
UARS - (IPLA- ; ;) and Tallahassee llistoric Buildings_Survey 3| -
[P A TS TRFE EVRTRN LG ) )\1 Irmloral I 1 b4 e | | County | Local ; %
LM OEI L ORY uunvtv HECaRps o T T T cl| =z
Zig
(1) Library, of Congress (2) City-County Planning Commission P4
WIHEBET AND NUMBERT B
m
(2) Leon County Courthouse g
CITY N TOWN: STATE: cook r
(1) Washington (2) Tallahassee (1) D.C. (2) Fla. 087%& ¢
12 -
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N {Chech One)
CONDITION [] Excellent g Good O Fair [3 Deteriorated ] Ruins {0 Unexposed
{Check One) (Check One)
] Altered {32 Urnaitered - [J Moved {X Originai Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANMD ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Columns on East Park Avenue is characterized by four
~great round masonry columns, by its great size, and by its huge
chimneys, which rise flush with the gable ends. The brick is
a dark red color made from native clay from a few blocks away.
There is a legend that a nickel is molded in every brick, but
this is probably tied to the actual cost of brick in those days.
The entrance is simple and beautiful. On entering the front
door, you see at the back of the hall the stairway with the
Dominican mahogany rail leading to the floor above. There is
another legend that says when the house was built, the owner had
the stairway run down thru his bedroom on the first floor for
fear his beautiful and rich young daughter would elope with
someone who loved her only for her money. The Columns, in the
heart of Tallahassee, looks today much as it did when originally
constructed. '

Architectural Information
Prepared by F. Blair Reeves, College of Architecture and
Fine Arts, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida.

A. General Statement

1. Three-story brick structure of Greek revival style with
four columned portico, a good example of mid-13th
century town house construction.

2. Condition of fabric: Good. Although the interior has
been extensively remodeled.

B. Technical Description of the Exterior

1. Overall dimensions: Approximately 94' (North) x 78"

2. Foundations: Brick foundation walls

3. Wall construction: Brick bearing wall, deep red hand-
made brick 2 5/8" x 8" exposure, common bond.

4. Porches, stoops, bulkheads: Four columned portico with
porches at first and second floor, wood floors, wood
railings with turned balusters. Triangle fan louver in
portico gable. Doric porch coclumns on piers, stuccoed
masonry .

5. Two brick chimneys, four flues cach. _

6. Openings: a. Doorways and doors: Doorway with transor
of old glass in diamond shaped lights.
two doors, four pancls cach with boveled
edge glass one panel.

b, Windows and shutters: 6/6 double hung
' windows. Some wood louver shutters
remain.

(continued...}
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L Temn ‘. oha UNITED STATES DEPARTMEN | UF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 1949) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .
Florida
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |county
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Leon

FOR NPS USE ONLY

’ . . ENTRY NUMBER DATE
{Continuation Sheet) -

{Number all sntries)
The Columns
7. Description - page 2

7. Roof:
a. Shape and covering: Gable roof over house and
portico. . Sheet metal covering.
b. Cornice and eaves: Simple wood cornice with boxed
eave.

C. Technical Description of the Interior

1. Floor plans:

a. Ground floor; large spaces for storage. One space
has been used for laundry, kitchen, etc., brick
hearth remains.

b. First floor; central stairhall flanked by four rooms
of original house, to misc. modern rooms in rear, and
to ground floor. ‘

c. Second floor; central hall flanked by four rooms,
stairs to attic. 1 screened porch (in portico)

2. Stairways: "U" shaped left hand wood stairway to second
floor, two rectangular baiusters 1 tread. Volute at
bottom newel, molded mahogany railing. Stair to ground
floor under second floor stair, lighted by fan light into
stair hall.

3. Flooring: Pine boards 5 1/2" wide.

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster on wood lath. Plaster
on brick walls extending from ground to attic.

5. Interior doorways and doors: Wood doors, generally six
panels, mortised and tenoned with pegged joints.

6. Trim: Simple fireplace trim with cornice and pilasters. -
Simple molded chair rail.

7. Hardware: Butt hinges on interior doors 1/4" plate and
appear to be original. Some shutter hardware remains.

8. Lighting: Modern electrical

9. Heating: Fireplaces in each room with space heaters.

D. ©Site Description: Immediately north of the Bank of Florida .
(1828) and across Park Street from the First Presbyterian
Church (1832).

The Columns will be moved from its present location to
another site within the Tallahassee Historic District and used
as headquarters for the Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce. A long
battle was fought to preserve the building on its present site;
but the owner must make room for a multilevel parking facility.
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SEE

SIGRIEICANGE

PERIOD (Check Gne or Mors as Appropriate}
T} Pre-Celumbion! ] 16th Century ] 18th Century [T} 20tk Century

[ 15th Century 3 17th Century E 19th Cantury

'SPEGIFIC DATElS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriats)
3 Urban Planning

Abor iginal [C] Education 3 Political
(] Prehistoric (] Enginecring [ Religion/Phi. L1 Other (Specity)
[H Historic ] industry losuphy

Gt Agriculture " O tnvention [0 Science

St Architecture ¢ Landscape 1 Seuipture

O Ast Architecture O goci;l/ﬂumon—

st Commaorce [ Literature itarian

{} Communications G{Milim!y [ Theater

] Conservation [} Music [] Trepspertation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of Tallahassee%s oldest buildings, .its early history
is closely connected with the Union Bank which it adjoins to
the rear. It was built circa 1830 by Banjamin Chaires under
contract to William "Money" Williams. Chaires, the architect
and builder, was a large plantation owner with many slaves,

The Columns became Chaires' town hcouse. It was used as a
refuge for women and children during the Indian wars. After
Chaires died in 1838, his son sold the Columns, its gardens
and the Union Bank Building behind it in 1847 to Gen. William
Bailey, a Jefferson County, Florida, planter and industrialist.
In 1862, General Bailey moved his family to the Columns. The
house was next owned by Dr. and Mrs. A. B. Hawkins. Mrs.
Hawkings was a daughter of Genexral Bailey and they exercised
hospitality on a lavish scale. The little building called the
slave quarters was used by Dr. Hawkins as his office at this
time. :

The Columns, and its little servants quarters. house
along with the Union Bank Building are significant, not only
to Tallahassee and the State of Florxida, but these buildings
are of national significance. We cannot estimate the full
significance of the men and events that gave these buildings

to us. They should be preserved and restored as living
reminders of our cultural heritage.
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AAJORBIBLIOGRAPHICAL REEERENCE

Bullard, James, "The Columns, A Local Landmark,® Tallahassee
Democrat, Aug. 14, 1966, :

Waldrom, Ann, "Tallahassee's Columns Survives as Monument of
Indian Warfare Refuge," Tampa Tribune, May, 1961.

Hadd, Donald, "The Columns 1830-1860", Talla%assee Historical
Society, delivered February 11, 1960.
Henry, E. W., "0ld Houses of Tallahassee",
ical Society Annual& February, 1934.
Knowles, Rev. Joshua, "Methodism In Tallahassee in 1836",

Tallahassee Histor-

from

the True Democrat, Oct. 2, 1908.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ) DEFINING TOHFELCEE;;TTE:APOWT OF A PROPERTY
R \N TEN AGCRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Secornds | Degrees Minutes Secends
° » - o . o s . ' -

Nw Tl ]30° 267 3 | 84 k" 54
NE ° ’ . ° ' . 7 o2
$E o T - o ’ L r -
o . ) . . Lot 183 Original Plan of Tall.

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROFPERTY: ]_/’2 acre

LIET aLL STATES AND COWUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE: CODE CCUNTY: CODE

STATE: COOE COUNTY: CODE

STATE: CODE COUNTY: COCE
ORM:PREPARED:

NAME AND TITLE:

< p_ arhuck, Chief, Bureau of Historic Preservation

CORGANIZATION DATE

Department of State, Division of Archives 2/25/70C

STREET AND NUMBER;

The Capitol

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Tallahassee Florida 12

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION & NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the desipnated Stote Liaison Officer fur the Nao- N - 0 Luded N
. . . I hcre corlify thut thia property is included in the
tienal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law ereby 4 property
National Register,

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Nutional Repister and certily that il has been
evaluated according to the criteria und procedures set

forth by the Nutional Park Service. The recommended

R Chief, Offico of Archoology and Hlistoric Prosorvalion
level of significance of this nomination is:

338
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National X} State {J Local (]
Doty
ATTEST;
Title _State Liaison Officer
Kecper of The National Redister
pate December 18, 1870 Date
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE FLORIDA
TNAY 21 1978

Date Entered

Name . Iocation

Mt. Pleasant Community
Gadsden County

( The Columns ) Tallahassee
' Leon County

davis, Joshua, House
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Also Kotified

Hon. Richard Stone
Hon. Lawton Maincr Chiles, Jr. .

Hon. Don Fugqua

' SEE SITE FILE STAFF FOR

ORIGINAL PHOTO(S) OR MAP(S) *
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISIONS: Administrative Services — Archives, History & Records Management
Corporations — Cuftural Affairs — Elections
Licensing — State Library Services

INFORMATION

CONTACT: Dean Kane 4888142

National Register Nomination
for The Columns Tallahassee.

June 9, 19875

(TALLAHASSEE) ---The classic Tallahassee-structure known-as The

ce- axired

Columns:has. been. refromimated—for—tistimy on the’National Register of

Historic Places, a listing which was withdrawn when the building
was moved from its original location in 1971. The announcement
was made by Secretary of State Bruce A. Smathers.

The Columns, built about 1831, on a lot that cost just five
dollars, at the corner of Adams and Park, housed the family of
William W. Williams and the Bank of Florida, this state's first

bank, which he operated. Subsequently, the building was used by

the Central Bank of Florida,...this state's second chartered bank,

.and possibly by the Union Bank, which was the third to come
into existence in Florida.
Until 1925, The Columns was apparently used as a private

residence by a number of families, but the record is not clear.

Between 1925 and 1970, the structure was used for officesy; apartments,

a Sunday School, and even a restaurant.

In order to save it from destruction, The Columns was
purchased by the Chamber of Commerce and moéed to its present
location in 1971. It i?ﬁiﬁ% oldest building¥still intact in
Florida's capital city; and one of the few remaining examples of

the Jeffersonian Classic style of architecture in the city. Even

though the building was relocated and modified with improvements

over the years, it is considered worthy of historic recognition.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR - :
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES ~ [REEVeD .
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM R

FOR NFS USE ONLY

ATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

ENAME

HISTORC The Columns

AND/OR COMMON
The William "Money" Williams Mansion

EY LOCATION

ary.town Tallahassee —__VICINITY OF county Leon sTaTe Florida

EJ PHOTO REFERENCE

sHoto creoir Mitchell Powers DATEOFPHOTO  January 1975

negatve ALen AT Div. of Archives, History & Records Management, The Capitol,
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida

¥ IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 1

Main facade ({east)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

FORNPS USE ONLY .

RECEVED . .

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP

HISTORIC

The Columﬁs

AND/OR COMMON
The Williams "Money" Williams Mansion

74 LOCATION

civ.town Tallahassee —___VICINITY OF COUNTY [ eon STATE plorida

2% MAP REFERENCE
§mm& USGS Tallahassee Quad.

scAte  1:24000 ' DATE 1970

% REQUIREMENTS

TO BEINCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES
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